
City Council Approves Hotel/Convention Center Project 

Visions Come to Fruition  
In 1997, three developers 
bought 137 acres of property 
near 36th Street and Highway 
370. This property was mainly 
farmland, but was adjacent to 
soccer fields which are owned 
by the Bellevue Soccer Club.  
These developers had other 
ideas for this property. John 
Thompson, Dennis Raynor 
and Steve Johnson shared a 
vision of developing a mixed 
use neighborhood that would 

create an environment where 
people could live, work and 
play right here in Bellevue. 
 
They started building on that 
vision a couple of years later 
with the creation of Twin 
Creek Plaza which was Phase 1 
of this development. Twin 
Creek Plaza is a mix of busi-
nesses and restaurants which 
was completed in 2005. The 
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Mission Statement: 

Provide  
exceptional customer 

service,  
uphold the public 

interest and 
advance the  

Community Vision. 

“ It is exciting to 
see the city moving 
in the right direc-

tion creating a 
positive, pro-

business commu-
nity which will 

benefit all citizens, 
in the Bellevue/ 
Offutt, and sur-
rounding area” 

-Rita Sanders, Mayor, 
City of Bellevue 

Steve Johnson, Manag-
ing Partner, Twin 

Creek Development Co. 
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Pat Sullivan, City Attorney; Steve Johnson, Twin Creek Development; 
Rita Sanders, Mayor; Dan Berlowitz, City Administrator; and Mark  

Anderson, Property Manager Twin Creek;  
signing the convention center and hotel agreement. 
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"The hotel and con-
vention center work in 
unison; the convention 
center helps to fill the 
hotel, and the prop-
erty tax, sales tax, 

and lodging tax from 
the hotel are used to 
make the bond pay-

ments for the conven-
tion center." - Kathy 

Saniuk, Bellevue Coun-
cil President 

Site plan  of future hotel/convention center development 
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Hotel/Convention 
Center Facts 

 

Initial cost of conven-
tion center is estimated 

to be $8 million 

Initial cost of the hotel 
is estimated to be $15 

million 

Convention Center will 
have 25,000 sq feet of 

event space 

Modern audio/visual 
equipment will be in-

stalled 

The hotel will start with 
124 rooms with oppor-

tunity for expansion 

Ground breaking is 
expected in August of 

2014 if not sooner 
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“This has the poten-
tial to be the biggest 
thing to happen in 
Bellevue since the 

Kennedy Freeway.” - 
Jim Ristow, President of 
the Bellevue Chamber of 

Commerce 

“This project serves to 
generate sustained mo-

mentum to further 
grow Bellevue’s econ-

omy through the reten-
tion, expansion, and 
recruitment of busi-
nesses, creation of 

quality jobs, and re-
duction of retail leak-
age.”- Dan Berlowitz, 
Bellevue City Adminis-

trator 

Image representing the future convention center in Bellevue 



wedding receptions and 
other events was a terrific 
way to strengthen the 
Bellevue Community and I 
think he would be happy 
to see this moving forward 
like he envisioned.” 
 
Timing is everything in the 
business world. A couple 
of years ago, Mr. Johnson 
approached the Chamber 
of Commerce and City 
Officials with the idea of 
creating a hotel and con-
vention center. Chamber 
of Commerce President 
Jim Ristow, who was just a 
few months into the job, 
had heard from many peo-
ple throughout the com-
munity about the need for 
a place to hold events and 
meetings of more than 250 
people.  Mr. Johnson asked 
the City to invest $8 mil-
lion dollars into a state-of-
the-art convention center, 

second phase of this pro-
ject, named Twin Creek 
Village, was to offer more 
housing and entertainment 
options as well.  Twin 
Creek Village is already 
home to the highest gross-
ing Marcus Theatres in 
Nebraska, and once com-
pleted will have more than 
1,000 people who call this 
subdivision home. 
 
John Thompson, who 
played an integral part in 
the Bellevue business com-
munity and was very active 
in this development until 
his death in December of 
2012, always felt a strong 
sense of community ac-
cording to his longtime 
friend and business part-
ner, Steve Johnson. “John 
thought that creating a 
place where people could 
gather for events such as 
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and he would find a hotel 
developer to compliment 
it. That hotel ended up 
being a $15 million Court-
yard by Marriott which is 
expected to be open for 
business in 2015 with 124 
rooms.  Mr. Johnson em-
phasized that, “This is not 
a build it they will come 
scenario, this is a build it 
together at the same time 
project which will fill a 
community need.” 
 
Many months and feasibil-
ity studies later, the Belle-
vue City Council has ap-
proved the agreements for 
the construction of a hotel 
and convention center on 
the Twin Creek Village 
property. Although John 
Thompson was not around 
to see it, he was well rep-
resented as his wife Mon-
nie was in attendance as 
well as his brother Jim, 
who came in from Green 
Bay, Wisconsin to see his 
brother’s vision come to 
life. 

Visions, cont. 
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Stay up to date with 

all the happenings at 

the City through  

social media! 
 
 
 

John Thompson, Twin 
Creek Developer  


